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t   STEPHEN     BACHILER     AND     THE    PLOUGH     COMPANY 

,^  OF     1630. 

■J 

■-' 

Among  the  Companies  formed  in  King  Charles's  time,  for  colonizing 

New    Eti^laiid,    was    one,    of   minor   importance    and    small    success, 

\,^ — whose  real    liistor}-   has    nevei-    been    written.     While    attempting    to 

5    present  the  main  facts  about  it  to  English  antiquaries  through   The 

;    Crnealoijigt,    I  hope   to  obtain    their  help  in  tracing    the   reason   for 

^i'the   Companv's  existence  and  ihe  origin  of  its  known   agents. 

The  venture  of  the  Maiifloirer  Pilgrims  in  establishing  Pljraouth 
Colony  turned  the  attention  of  English  Puritans,  of  all  varieties  of 
doctrine,  to  New  Entjland  as  a  fruitful  field  in  which  to  plant 
their  religious  ideas.  England  teemed  with  small  sects,  inconsiderable 
in  themselves,  but  important  collectively  as  representing  that  de- 
parture from  the  English  Church  as  established  by  the  Tudors  and 
Stuarts,  whicli  led  to  the  Civil  War  and  to  greater  independence 
of  religious    thought. 

About  tlie  year  1629  thee  was  formed,  probably  in  London,  a 
small  body  of  I^issenters  Cijlled  the  "Company  of  Husbandmen" 
or  the  "  Company  of  the  Plough."  These  names  were  perhaps 
scriptural  in  their  allusion,  for  the  members  of  the  Company  seem 
to  have  been  merchants  and  artizans,  rather  than  actual  husbandmen. 
Who  were  the  originators  of  this  Company,  or  what  was  their 
special  doctrine  does  not  appear.  Their  chosen  pastor  was  the 
Pev.  SxEPnEN  Bachiler,  one  of  the  moat  earnest,  as  well  as  one 
of  the  most  unfortunate  of   the  Puritan  ministers   of    his  day. 

Stephen  Bachiler  was  born  about  1561,  and  in  15S5-6  took 
his  B.A.  at  St.  Jolin's  College,  Oxford.  In  15S7  he  was  presented 
to  the  living  of  Wherwell,  Hants,  by  Lord  La  Warr,  and  for 
eighteen  years  was  Vicar  of  that  parish.  A  man  of  strong  impulse 
and  an  essential  Kadical,  he  must  earlv  have  eml)raced  the  Puritan 
doctrines,  fur  he  was,  in  160.5,  ejected  from  his  pleasant  vicarage, 
probably  one  of  the  first  ejections  resulting  from  King  James's 
Hampton  Court  Conference  of  1001,  when  the  King  declared  he 
would  "'make  the  Puritans  confotm  or  harry  them  out  of  tlie 
kiiigdom."  Of  Bachilei-'s  family  and  early  liistor}-,  as  of  his  life 
from  1605  to  16.30,  little  is  known.  Tradition  says  he  tied  to 
Holland,  to  escape  the  persecution  by  the  English  T'.ishops,  of  which 
^*  inthroji's  l:[istory  speaks.  Tliis  association  M'ith  Holland  may  nut 
•have  been  because  of  religious  persecution,  for  some  of  Bachiler's 
children  lived  there.;  *but  a  search  in  the  churcJi  and  town  records 
of  Elushiii!.^  and  iliddelburg  reveals  nothing  concerning  the  sturdy 
old  Puritan.  Tiie  children  of  Stepiien  Bachiler,  as  far  as  known, 
V.  .-re-- 


2   ■  yur:  plouoh  company  of  1C30. 

1.  Na'ijan.m;!.,  V.oni  aljout  ];)8'.)  A  merchant  of  Southampton; 
i,\i\vn<--f<  I[<?-ii';-  MoirrM-  of  iSouthair.iV on,  sister  of  Petef,  Paul  and 
licY.  Francis  Mf.cer,  and  of  Jane  (Mercer)  Pryaulx,  wife  of 
C.ii't.  Peter  Pryaulx  of  Southampton.  "JSTatlianiel  Bachiler  left 
<-h'l-!(OTi,  ,K;'.':li  irr;  1  (who  K'ttlcd  ii;  Uninpton,  jN'cvr  Hampslui'r), 
.\!!iie  (mariip.J  Dajiiel  du  Cornet  of  iliddelburg,  Holland),  .Stephen, 
l''i;infi-.    and    B'jnjamin. 

2.  Dkuokvh,  !>orn  1591  ;  married  Rev.  John  AVing  (son  of 
.Ahitthew-  of  Banbury,  Oxon),  first  pastor  of  the  Puritan  Chuich 
at     J'lUsliimT,     :;''rei-v^-urds     inini-ter    of    the    Puritan    Church    at    tlie 

ancestor    of    tlie    Wings    of     Cape 
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],     ^rinister   in    .Sir  Charles  Morgan's  j 

to     be    minister    in    }t[iddelburg    in  | 

of     "  Miles  ■  Chiistianus,"    published  | 

1591.       Matriculated     at     Magdalen  | 

i     mairied     Captain     and     Councillor  | 

Cliristopher     Hu>sev     of     Hamjiton,     Xew     Hampshire — perhaps     a  | 

relative    of    Ciiristojihtn-    Hussey,     iiuvur    of     Winehe.^tcr    in     160!^',  I 

lolt;   and    lO'll.  "  '  j 

G.     Anxf,    born    IGOO  ;    maniod    [Jolni'I]    .Sambovne.    probably    of  i 

the    H:uit.T    fundi)    of    that  name.      A    widow   in    IG31,   living   in   the  | 

Strand     iu     London.       Her     eliildien     settled     i;i     Hanipton,     New  I 

Hanipshire.  ! 

It    lias    .seemed     to    me    tiiat    Stephen    Bachiler,    always    a    loyal  | 

ITamp.shire  man,  never  could  havi  left  for  long  that  county  which 
the  associations  of  las  early  lire  had  endeared  to  him.  It  is 
cert;un  t-liat  in  1G:!2  he  was  living  on  a  small  property  of  his 
own  in  2N0'A"t":i  .Stacy,  but  a.  mile  from  Ids  old  parish  of  \  l 
Wherwell  ;  and  in  the  State  Papers  of  1635  (Donie.stic  Series)  *  | 
M'e  find  a  )ietilii.n  from  Sir  liobert  Paine,  C'hurcli  Warden  of  '■  | 
Efirton  Stacv,  Jiaiits,  to  the  clTect  that  some  of  his  tenants,  •  -I 
"  linking  been  foi  inerly  misled  by  Stephen  Bachelor,  a  notorious  j;  i 
ineonfovmist,  lj;id  dejnolishcvl  a  consecrated  chapel  at  ISTewton  ;  s 
Strcy,''    ere.  ;        ^ 

But  '  while     J^.aihder     was    living    in     Hampsliire     and    preaching      ;.        \ 
the    I'uiitan    f.dtli,   th.e   Co:npany  of  Husbandmen  was  forming,  and       \ 
thoy    conceived    the    plan    of   sending   a  band  of   settlers    into    New        > 
l^ngiaiid    to   proj'agate    their   irleas.     We    may   believe   that,   hearing        [ 
of    Baehilor's    fame,    tiiey   asked    liim    to   become   their  pastor;   and,        j 
though    seventy    yoai-s    of   age,    he    at    ouce   seized    tlie    opportunity        ', 
and    cast   in    Jii.^    lot    with    theirs.     His   friend    John   Winthrop   was 
then     arranging     for    his     own    settlement    in     New    England,    and 
I'acinler   doubtless    dreamed     of     establishing    there    his    Colony    of 
1  lusljandmen.    in   aw    Arcadia  of  religions  freedom.     Sii'   Ferdinando 
Co.'-ges   was    the    ]iriru;ipal    figure    in     tlie    "  Coujicil    of    PlymouLh," 
and     w.Ts    one     of    King    Jame.-/s     graiitees    of    ^■ast    estates    in    the 
Ncu      World.      To     Cii'grs    tht;     Plougli    Company    tui-ned,    and     on 
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June  2Gt,h,  1630,  they  obtained  hy  patent  a  tract  of  land,  the 
best  description  of  which  is  given  as  follows  in  an  Abstract  of 
Title  prepared  in  1086  by  George  Turfrey,  attorney  for  the  heirs 
of    Col.    Alexander   lligby  : — 

"  Tiie  Earle  of  Warwick  and  iSir  Ferdinando  Goiges,  for  them- 
selves and  the  rest  of  the  Councell  of  Piimouth  by  indents  dated 
26  June  the  6  year  of  the  raigne  of  Charles  I,  grant  unto 
Bryan  Binckes,  John  Dye,  John  Smith,  and  others  their  associates 
two  Islands  in  the  River  Sagedahock  near  the  South  side  thereof 
about  sixty  miles  from  the  sea,  and  also  a  tract  containing  forty 
miles  in  length  and  forty  miles  in  breadth  upon  the  South  side 
of  the  Iliver  Sagedahock,  with  all  Bayes,  Rivers,  Ports,  Inletts, 
etc.,  together  with  all  Royalties  and  Privileges  within  the 
precincts    thereof." 

The  t'jrins  of  this  patent  were  broad,  and,  as  in  other  ca.ses, 
infringed  on  later  grants,  causing  much  litigation.  A  literal  inter- 
pretation of  the  Plough  Patent  would  include  a  large  and  valuable 
tract  in  South-Eastern  ^Taine,  taking  in  the  present  city  of  Portland. 
Armed  with  this  authority  the  Company  bought  a  small  ship, 
equipped  it  with  ordnance  and  provisions,  and  sent  its  first  load 
of  ccjlonists  to  the  new  province.  Ten  cr  twelve  of  the  "  Companv 
of  the  Plough "  formed  this  little  band.  They  probably  reached 
the  fc^agadeh'ick  in  the  winter  of  1630-1,  and  found  the  land  wild 
and  sterile.  Disheartened  at  the  prospect,  they  made  a  feeble 
attempt  at  settling  there,  but  after  a  few  weeks  or  months  they 
gave  up  the  idea,  and  embarked  again  in  their  little  vessel  for 
the  moie  fertile  and  prosperous  settlements  near  Boston.  The  first 
record  of  them  is  in  ^Vinthrop's  fiistory,  dated  Julv  6th,  1631  : — 
"  A  small  ship  of  60  tons  arrived  at  Xatascot,  Mr.  Graves,  master. 
She  brought  ten  passengers  from  London.  They  came  with  a  patent 
for  Sagadahock,  but,  not  liking  the  place,  they  came  hither.  Their 
ship  diew  ten  feet,  and  went  up  to  Watertown  ;  but  she  ran  on 
ground  twice  by  the  way.  These  were  the  Company  called  '  The 
Husbandmen'  and  tlieir  ship  called  The  Plough."  Thus  far  the 
original  entry  in  Winthrop's  journal  ;  but  a  later  hand  (perhaps 
his  own  in  after  years),  added  this  opprobrium, — "  jNIost  of  tliem 
proved  farailists  and  vanished  away."  That  they  were  "  familists " 
in  the  offensive  German  sense,  we  have  no  proof  except  this  entry, 
but  perhaps  this  term  may  give  a  clue  to  the  special  religious 
organization  winch  should  have  bound  the  Husbandmen  togeiher 
but  did  not.  Their  small  ship,  'lli",  PlomiJi.  after  visitim;  Watertown, 
dropped  back  to  Charlostowu,  started  thence  for  the  West  Indies, 
but  returned  after  three  weeks,  "so  broke,"  Winthrop  says,  "she 
could    not    return    home." 

Thus  the  summer  of  1631  found  the  first  colonists  of  Thf  Ploiujh 
in  the  ^Ias-;Ac!iusetts  P'ay,  tiieir  ship  wortliless  and  their  ideas  of 
settlement    abandoned. 

In  the  meantime  lite  Company  in  London,  imagining  that  all 
h.ul  cTKiie  well  with  their  brethren  in  New  England,  went  on 
vig.)riiu<h  with  the  work.  Stephen  Bachiler  threw  all  his  intluencc 
into  the  scale,  and  onlistt  vi  soiue  of  his  Hampshire  parishioners  and 
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udiTi'ivnt.s   as   possible    iiietnbers    or    tlie    Company.     His    efiEorts    at 

ihli    liino    may    have    prorluoed    the    graut    of    arms    referred    to    in 

Silvjuu'j   Morgan's    "Sphere   of   Gentry"  of    IGGl,   one;  of    the  most 

1  rare  and   fantastic  of    early  heraldic  works.     This  autlior  says   that 

(.  the    atins,    "Vert,   a    plough  in  fesse;    in  base   the   sun   rising,  Or," 

f  ".Tppi-riain    vo  .Stephen   Bachelor,   the  iirst  pastor  of   the  Church  of 

{  I.igonia    in    New    England;    which    bearing   was    answerable    to    his 

I  piofession    in    plowing    up    the    fallow    ground    of    their    hearts,    and 

!  the  Sun,  appearing  in  that  part  of    the  World,   symbolically  alluded 

i  to  his    motto  'Sol   Justitiae    Exoritur.""      It    is    worth    noting    that 

I  iForgan   in    tlie   same    volume   devotes    some    space    to    a    handsome 

!  phite  of  the  arras  of  the  London  Pryaulx  fcimily,  Bachiler's  connections. 

'  Ai-iong  the  prospective  members  of   the   Plough  Company    probably 

i  brought  in  by   liachiler  was   a  near  kinsman,  Richard  Dummer,    of 

J'.jsiiopstoke,  Hants,  .son  of  John  Pyldrin  als.   Dummer,  of  Swathling, 

Hants,    who    was    a    wealthy    yeoman    or    gentleman.      A    man    of 

sul)^tance,   Dummers   name  gave  strength   to  the   Plough    Company. 

For   some    unexj)lained    reason    tlie    Company    in    London   had   not 

heaid   by    March,    1G32,    of   the    failure    of    their   first   colony,    and 

we    find    them     pushing    the    work     and     straining     their     narrow 

fortunes    to   make   it   a    success.      Eachiler    had    sold    his    lands    in 

Newton     Stacy    and     in\"ested     the    proceeds    in   his   uew    venture. 

Eaily    iu    March    tiie    second    party  of   Colonists  left  England,    part 

in    the    Whale,    which    reached     Boston    May    26th,     1G?)"J,     bringing 

Bicluml    Dunnner,    Nathaniel    Harris,    John    Smith   (son    of   Erancis 

S.iiith,    a   miller),    ATithony    Jupe,   Ann  Smitli  (wife  of  John   Smith 

who    came     in     The    Plough)     and    her    daughter,     and    Nath.aniel 

Mci'riman,    son     of     George     Merriman    of     London.      The     William 

(tnd   Fraivna,     which     left     London    March   9th,    1632,    and    reached 

Boston    June     otii,     1G32,     brought      among    its     sixty     passengers 

Stoplien    Bachiler   and    liis   wife,  his  grandchild,  Nathaniel  Bachiler, 

his    three    Samborne   giandchildren,    and    several    of    his    Erampshire 

I   .  adherents.      It    also    brought    a    shipment    of    Company    goods,    as 

1  will    ;i]ipcar   later,    and    two     more     Company    men,    'riiomas    Payne 

5  of     Sandwich,     and     John    Bannister,     a    Yorkshireman.       Bachiler 

j  brouglit   vith    hiiu    a    letter    from    the    London    Company,    which    I 

I  print    in    full    as    giving    minute    particulars  of  the    Colonization. 

!  Grace,   Mercy   and  Peace   be  muliiplied  forever. 

I  London,  March   the   Sth,   1031. 

I  CIIllISTIAN    BRETHP.EN  :    MR.  CRIS'Pi:.  JOHN'  CERMEX,  JOHN'   SMYTH 

I  AND   THE    REST   OF   Ob'R   SOCIETY: 

I  Wc,    as     iin.mbi.T3    of   the    same   body   send   ?reetinjj:   in    the    name    of    our 

I  Lord   niid   S.iviour,  hoiiin<x   and    wishinsj   yonr  health    as   our    own ;    and  as   at 

I  this  time   N^"   all  are,    tli;uiks   be    unto    God.      Many  things   we  "have  to  write 

Iyuu  of  but  our  tiii'.i-  hatli  been  so  taken  up  with  forwarding,  helping  and  pro- 
viJiiiE;  thiiiL's   Ktting  fur   these  our   brethren    that    are   now   to   cotuo   unto  j-ou 
th.it  we   sh.Tll   not   possibly   experience   or  put   that  to  ink  and  paper  whieh  we 
I  desin-d;  we  hope  that  ihey  will  relate    to    you  anything    material  that  we   fail 

j  to   write 

j  And   liist  let   us    not    fi.riret   to   renvMubcr  you   of   your    and    our   duty,  tha 


rr 
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j  Vie    riturn    humble    and    hearty   thanks    unto   Almighty    God,   that   hath    fill-^d 

j  tiie  heart  of  our  rercrciui   pastor  so    full    of   zoal,   of   love   and  extraordinary 

\  afl'ectioii    to-svards   our   poor    society.      Kotwithsfandini?   all    tlie   opposition,    all 

•  t!  f  subtle  per?uaF!ons  of  ahundanc^  of  opposprs  that  hrjvo  Vjoen  stirred  np 
!  apiiiist  us  partly  throu<.rh  self-love  not  aftectin;:  the  jjf'U'ral  servitude'  aud 
i  partly  throuph  that  untimely  breach  of  our  brotl.er  German,  yet  he  reniaineth 
1  c-oii=tanr,— persuading  and  cxhortincr, — }  ea  and  as  much  as  in  him  lyoth,  con- 
j  Rtr-iiniii.tr  all  that  love  him  to  j.iin  tojjether  with  this  society.  And  seeiccr  the 
}  Company  is  not  liable  to  bear  his  charge  over,  he  hath  strained  himself  to 
!  provide  provision  for  himself  and  Ids  faTnily,  and  hath  done  his  utniost 
j  cndcav.ir  to  help  over  as  many  as  he  possibly  can,  for  your  further  strcncrth 
1  and  encoarapement.      And,  althouirh  it  may  be  if  ho  had  stnyed  one  year  longer 

you   iiiiifht  have   been    blotter   provided  to  have  received   him,  yet  through   bis 

pi-oat  care  of  all   your  pood   he   will  by    no    means   stay    lou^'cr  from   you.     O 

let  us   not  foipet   this  unspeakable   mercy  of   God    towards  us.      We  hope   the 

Lord   will   make   him  an  especial    instrument  to  nnite  you  all   in   trne   love   to 

God   and   unto  one   another;    which   will   be   our  strontrest   walls  and   bulwarks 

of  defence  against  all  our  enemies.     And  we  hope  you  will  not  forget  to  show 

{  your  love  unto  him    and    to    take  notice  of  the  charges  he  is  now  at,  and  to 

I  appoint  for  him  and    his,   as  he  shall  desire,  such   shares  and  parts  of    shares 

I  as  shall   behjing   anto  his  for   the   charges;    and   that    his    man-servant   and  his 

i  maid-servant  may   be    received    as    members   of   the    Company   and    have  sucli 

siuirts  or  parts  as  in  that  case  provided  for  every  membei.     As  for  his  neigh- 

!  bors  that  now  come  with  him,  they  promise  all  to  join  with  you,  but  because 

they  do  desire  first  to  see  how  you  agree  togeiher  in  love  they  are  not  joined 

to  our  body;  and  the  Lord  of  his  mercy  grant  that  there  may  be  no  oecusiun 

on  your  parts  but  rhey  mny  Join    wirh    jiju.      Jir.  Dunimer's    proma-se  is  I'lso 

to   join    with   you    if   there    be    any   reason    for   it.      The    Lord   unite   you    all 

together;  then  shall  you  put  to  shame  and    silence  many  that  do  now  sharac- 

fully  rise  np  against  us. 

Thomas  Jupe  hath  also  sent  you  a  pledge  of  his  own  coming  in  due  time. — 

his    eldest    son,    upon    his    last    £20    in    goods    and   moneys    dispersed   for   the 

Company's  use.      There   is  also    Nathaniel    Harrese    which    wo    have    sent   you 

upon   a  new  adventure  of  £10  by  his    father,  who  is   now  a   Sargeant  of   the 

Koale   and   a    member   of   the   Company.     There   is    also   John    Smyth,    son    of 

Fruncis    Smyth,    miller,    ujion    a   new    adventure   of    £10    b\    one   John    Asten, 

millm.an;    and   there    is   Nathainel    Merrenian    upon   the    adventure    of    Fetter 

Woupter,  being  now  made  up  to  £10;  all  which  being  meniViers  of  the  Company 

aecordiug  to  their  years  and  abilities,  we  desire  you  to  receive  them  and  employ 

;  them.     Two   of  them  are  very  able  to   work  and   we  hope  you  will  tind  them 

j  willing.      We  de.-ire  that  they  should  be  put  to  it  according  to  their  abilities, 

I  and  the  other  two  also  according  to   their  strength   we  desire  they  should  be 

!  employed.      There  is  also  Ann  Smith,  our  brother   John  Smith's  wife  and  her 

dau;rhrer;    she,  being  encouraged   by   'Ar.  Dummer's    pronii-ie    to    give  her  her 
■  j  passage  in  part,  hath  resolved  to  cro  unto  her  hnsltund,  whom  we  cannot  deny, 

i  and  have  put  hor  upon  the  old  adventure  of  iUr,  Dumuicr  for  herself  and  her 

}  daeghter. 

!  All    these    are    comincr    in    the     Whule     with    Mr.    Dumuicr;    they    arc    all 

I  furnished  with   bedding   and    apparel   very    sutiiciently,  and,   being   all    able    to 

I  l.iliour,  we  hope  will   be   helpful  to   the   Company.     There    is  also  one  Thomas 

•  r.iyne  of  Sandwige,  e.xperienced  in  the  making  of  salt,  which  hath  brought 
g  in  £10  and  is  coming  in  the  WHllain  and  Frcnicis  wlumi  we  de.sire  you  to 
y  receive  as  a  membi'r  of  our  company  ;  only,  in  regard  that  he  hath  a  wifo 
i            nn<l  four  small  children,  which  he  desireth  to  he  transported  12  months  hence, — 

'       I  wo  liave  rnly  conditionally  received  him, — that  if  between  this  and    that  time 

j       I  y.,u  dr.  find  tliat  iio  will  not  be  a  more   help  unto  the  Coni[)any  than  his  charge 

i        ^  '*>i!I    be   liinderance,   an'l.  if   he   cannot  bring  in  £20  for   his  wife   and  children, 

j       I  ''lat    I  hi  II.    he    having    worked    ore   year   for   his   jiassage    the    Company    shall 

;  K'^'C    him    liMck    his    £10   again    and   so   let   him   shift    for    himself. 

1       i  Some   provision   for  these  wc  liavc  sent   yoe  ;   what  provi.sion  you  also  want. 

r  *>■••  desire   you    to   t;)ke   of   Mr.   Iliiinmcr  and    send   us    over    your    commodities, 

j  •''■"•   \ve   may   pay  both    for   that    and   some    old   debts    which   we   have   made 

•  hard    fchift    for    unto    this   time.        I'ray   neglect   not    but    by    what    messcngor 
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soever  ifr.  Thijrniis,  iiiusl(>r  of  tlio  \yiliiam  and  Fruncia  doth  send  over 
his  letters  to  have  his  freight  paid  let  us  by  tlie  snnio  messenger  if  net 
before  receive  some  goods  from  you,  for  wc  were  con.^crained  to  make  u.-io 
of  the  tonnage  money  of  20  p.isseii.L:crs  to  pay  old  di^bfs,  until  a  certitioate 
be   Sent  over. 

The    goods    you    shall    receive    in     the     Williciin    and    Francis    that 
Company's  is — 


the 


■I  hogsheads  pca.sc,  which  cost,  cask  and  all  ...       6     5     0 

The  cask  is  marked  with   two   |)Io\vs   marked  on  one 
head,  whereas  all  other  goods  have    one    plow    on 
each   head. 
Aiid   12  j'ard.s  of  broadcloth  at  5s.  Cd.   comes   unto   ...       3     6     0 
200    yard's   of   list   at   7s.  6d.    per    100    (which    list    wc 
thoiic'ht   it  may    be    good    to    make    Indian    Breeches 
or  blankets   of ;    I  pray  send  word    if   it    be    a   com- 
modity worth   sending  more  of)  ...  ...  15     0 

1   fries  coat,   1   pr.  breeches         ..  ...  ...  19     0 

These  goods  are  packed  up  into  ho^^shcads  amongst  sotuo  of  :*Ir.  Bachiller's 
goods  and  some  thin'j-s  of  Thomas  Jnjie  which  ho  hath  seat  upon  his  particular 
adventure;  so  soon  us  you  can  soil  them  there  is  to  the  value  of  £10  ad 
mone  (sicj  as  you  will  see  by  his  particular  letters.  Mr.  Harding  hath  scut 
also  a  piiroel  of  commodities  upon  his  particular,  as  by  his  letter  3-ou  shall 
receive   directions. 

We  have  sent  you  notice  by  Mr.  Alkrton,  and  we  hope  you  have  lojig 
since  received  it,  that  v.c  have  had  mni.ii  to  do  about  our  patent;  and  that 
there  was  one  Brad.';haw  tiiat  had  procureJ  letters  patent  for  a  part  (as  we 
supposed)  of  our  former  grant:  and  so  wc  think  still,  but  lie  and  Sir 
Fcrdinando  think  it  is  not  in  our  bounds.  He  was  frustrate  of  his  first 
purpo.se  of  coming  over,  but  is  now  joined  with  two  very  able  captains  and 
merchants,  who  will  set  him  over,  and  wc  supj)ose  will  be  there  as  soon  as 
this  ship  if  not  before.  We  cannot  possibly  relate  the  labour  aiid  trouble 
we  have  liad  to  estobl!.-.h  our  former  grant;  many  rough  woi'd.s  we  ha-^  e 
had  from  Sir  Ferdinando  at  the  first  and  to  this  hour  he  doth  affirm  that 
he  never  gave  consent  that  you  should  have  above  40  miles  in  length  and 
20  in  breadth  and  saith  that  his  own  hand  is  not  to  your  patent,  if  it  have 
any  more.  So  we  have  shown  our  good  w'ills  and  have  procured  his  love 
and  many  promises  that  wo  shall  liave  no  wrong.  We  bestowed  a  sugar- 
loaf  upon  him  of  some  Iti  shillings'  price,  and  he  hath  promised  to  do  ns 
all  the  good  he  can.  We  can  procure  nothing  under  his  liand,  but  in  our 
hearing  he  gave  order  unto  Mr.  Ayres  to  write  unto  Captain  Nealo  of 
Paseatoway,  that  Bradshaw  and  we  might  bo  bounded,  that  we  may  not 
trouble  each  other;  and  hath  given  the  Captain  command  to  search  your 
patent ;  what  it  is  you  have  uuder  my  Lord's  hand  and  his.  This  contro%'ersy 
must  be  ended  between  yourselves  and  s\ieh  governors  of  their  Pemaquid  as 
they  have  appointed. 

We  have  given  Sir  Ferdinando  this  reason  why  we  desired  so  large  a 
patent, — because  that  the  greatest  part  of  it  was  not  habitable,  being  rock, 
where  no  man  could  live ;  and  he  answered  that  we  should  doubt  not  but 
he  allowed  enough  for  us  all,  and  in  the  best  part  of  it,  according  to  our 
desire;  but  if  we  should  ha\e  as  much  a.<  wc  say  they  have  granted,  then 
do  we  include  divers  of  their  former  plantations,  which  they  ncner  intended. 
We  shall  pray  to  God  to  direct  you  and  to  help  you  ;  tiiis  business  doth 
require  the  assistance  of  all  of  you  to  join  together  iu  one ;  wc  hope  the 
Lord  in  mercy  will  so  dispose   of  it. 


We  have  sent  in   the    ^\')lnh' — 

70  stone   ot  ociun   at   lOd.  and  the  cartage  ...  2  IS 

3  cwt.   of  casscl,  all  charges  is                 ...  ...  1  14 

1   iirkin  of    flour  of   5    pocks   and    a    firkin    of  pease  14 


d. 


There   is  also  a   poor  Yorkshire  niau; — his  name  is  John  Bancster, — he  hath 


r 
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>  niiidt!    such    fxtnionJinary    moan    to    come    ovor    that    ilr.    Bachiler   ami    Mr. 

!  Dummcr   liavo  had  compassion   upon   him  and  paid   for    his    passage.       If   yoa 

'  lUiiik   tu;U   yuu  will  bo   al.le    to    receive   iiii.i,    and    do    so   for   the    good    of   it, 

I  we  do  then'  desire  you   to    let   him    be    the    Company's   servant,    and    put    hin\ 

i  to    such    employinen't    as    you   think   guod,    riud   upon   suuh    conditions   as   you 

i  think    fit. 

;  Gdodnirm    Tamadge   and    his   ivife    take    it    very   unkindly     that   you   should 

I  keep    his    male  and    not    Ut   his   sou   have    a    small  quantity   of   plateware    at 

I  his   request,    to    be    paid    at   return.       How     you   will   answer   this   unkindness 

wo  know  not ;  we  do  de.'irc  you  to  give  no  ooeasions  for  such  unkinduess. 
Here  is  now  the  people  themselves  como  unto  you  we  assure  you  they 
be  very  honest  plain  dowuriirht-dealing  peoi>le  ;  it  they  find  you  loving  and 
kinil  and  upriglit  towards  iIk-ui,  then  will  you  have  their  company, — if  not 
I  pray  consider  you  will  not  only  lose  them,  but  wonderful  discouragement 
it   will   bo    to   others   for   time    to  come. 

It   may     be    upon    first    view   you    may    suppose    them   to   bo    a   charge,   in 

.  regard    the   men     look    aged    and    the    children   young   but 

i  and   by    the    next    ship    you   will  receive    our   account   for  the 

I  whole    year  ;    and    so    the     L(nd   protect   you    and   defend    you   for   ever   and 

;  ever. 

J  Your  loving   brethren, 

';  John    Dye 

Thomas   Jupe 
/'  Grace   Hard  win 

i  John   Roach. 

I  The    i[as.sachusetts    Coloay     Court     had    already     (Ootnber     ItStli, 

j  1631),   ordered    that    '-there    should    be    taken   out    of   the    estate  of 

»  Mr.     Crispe    and     his     Company    the     sum     of    £12     Is.     5d.,     and 

,'  delivered     to    John     Kirniau    as    his     proper    gouds,     and    that    the 

1  wliole    estate    be    inventoried,    whereof   the   said   John  Kirmau  is  to 

I  have   an    eighth    part."     On    the    arrival   of    Dummer   and    Bachiler, 

the    Court    funhor   directed    (June    5th,    1C32)    "  That    the  goods   of 
ij  the    Company   of    Husbandmen    shall    be  inventoried  by  the  Beadle, 

j  and    preserved    for    tlie    u.se    and    beneilt    of    the    said    Company." 

I  \Ve  niny    imngine    from    this     that     Crispe,     Bryan    lUuckes,    Peter 

;  Johnson,    with    the    other   one   or    two  of  the   original  emigrants   of 

i  The   I'loiujh   ship    had    lield    together   in   Boston  until  Dummer  and 

Bachiler   carne   over.     But    now    the    -whole    matter     was     discussed, 
tlie   assets    of    the    Company    turned  over  to  the  Courts,  and  Crispe 
probably  started  back  for  England  to  accjuaint  the  Loudon  membei's 
/  with     the     faihire     of     the     Cokmy.      On    July     3rd,    1632,     three 

*  orders    were    entered    by    the    Court — fiist,    that    John     Smith    (the 

I  younger,    son    of    Francis)    be    appreiiticed    to    Rev.    John    Wilson  ; 

f  second,    that    Bryan   Binckcs   and  Peter  Johnson  should  bind    them- 

\  selves    in    £10    that   they    should    not   depart    out   of    Massachusetts 

f  without  lea\e  from    the  Governor  (\Viuthrop),  and  should  be   ready 

I  to    attend     upon     the    Court     when    called,    to     account    for     the 

I  Company's   goods    in    their   hands ;    third,    that   John    Smith    should 

likewise  be  bound  in  £10  to  be  accouutablc  for  the  Company's 
gO(jds    remaining    in    his    hands. 

Dummer    and    Carman     .settled     in     Boxbury,    under    Kev.    John 
I  Eliot.      Bachiler     and     his     little     flock    e.aablislied     tliemselves     in 

Lynn;  Binckcs  and  Johnson  went  to  Virginia;  and  the  ne.vt  record 
of  the  Ci.)iiipany  apjj'jars  from  the  following  letter,  apparently 
signed  by  all  the  Loniion  members  and  sent  as  soon  as  Crispe 
had    reported    the    condition    of   alTairs  :— 

i    'i 
1    ; 
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London,  Dec.  1,  1632. 
TO  THE   rJGlIT   WORSrilPfUL   GOVERXOR   OP  MASSACHUSETTS. 
Grace,  mercy  and  pence  be   multiplied. 

Eight   Wokshipfcl   Sir  : 

Wherens  tuere  has  oomc  over  from  New  England  of  late  divers  ro;Hirts  of  the 
harsh  deaiin,?  of  Master  Dummer  against  cur  loving  brethren,  Brvun  Binckes, 
Petter  .Johnsun  and  John  Snivth.  in  that  he  hath  not  only  taken  from  them 
that  -vvhlch  M-as  left  th^m  for  tlieir  -mair.'.Kuanec,  by  the  Coiapany,  but  also 
retained  that  -nhich  we  sent;  and  do  keep  in  their  hand.s  all  that  there  is 
left  of  tho  Company's  and  retain  it,  contrary  to  that  order  that  we  sent  over 
by  Master  Allerton.  And  whereas  we  have  received,  the  day  before  the 
•writing  hereof  one  letter  from  John  Smyth  which  doth  for  the  main  part 
justify  that  v.-hich  we  have  he:ird,  and  also  another  from  Master  Bachilier 
not  denying  the  same;  and  having  received  encouragement  by  divers  that 
there    is  justice   to  be  had,   we   therefore  appeal   to  you  for  justice. 

There  is  other  letters  al.so  sent  in  this  ship,  which  were  v.ritten  three 
weeks  before  this,  wherein  we  did  by  all  the  power  that  wo  have  command 
them  to  deliver  our  goods  buck  again  to  be  di.^poied  according  to  tlie  order 
of  the  Company.  But  being  now  certified  that  Bryan  Binckes  and  Petter 
Johnson  are  pone  to  Virginia  according  to  the  Company's  order,  we  desire 
you  that  whatsoever  there  is  left  of  the  Company's  estate  should  bo  there 
sold  and  returned  int<i  England  either  in  bills  of  exchange  or  in  merchantable 
notes,  unto  John  Dye,  dwelling  in  Fillpot  Lane,  or  unto  John  Ptoach,  Grace 
Harding  or  Thomas  Juppe,  divelling  in  Crooked  Lane. 

The.<e  things  :hat  are  there  of  tke  Company's  to  our  knowledge  are  these, — 

Fir.st,  there  is  the  ordnance   with  their  carriages,  four 
cisbles  and  anchors, — which  stand  us  here  in  England 
little  less  than 
There  is  also  a    parcel    of    ...    .   izion  sent  by    Mr. 

Allerton 
A  pr.rcel  of   pease     ... 

And  a  parcel  of   broadcloth  and   a  coat  and   list 
And  a  parcel  of   platcwares,   of   Thomas   Juppe's   own 

particular  adventure 
And  a  parcel  of  Master  ITarding's  goods  ... 
There    was    also    a    parcel    of    the    Company's    goods 

vetaced  by  one   Muzze  ...  ...  ...     10     0     0 

There  is  much  other  goods  there  of  the  Company's  which  we  c.innot  give 
you  notice  of.  'SVe  desire  you  to  call  John  Smyth  to  account.  By  his  own 
letter  he  hath  £"20  worth  of  the  Company's  estate  which,  although  we  desire 
not  that  it  should  be  presently  taken  frcm  him,  because  we  jiity  his  poor 
estate,  yet  ■we  refer  it  unto  your  wi.se  consideration  to  order  it  to  be  disposed 
towards  the  payment  of  Jlnster  Bachilier  if  yju  see  fit,  unto  whciQ  v,-e  do 
owe  £C0 ;  it  was  something  more,  but  the  rest  we  have  laid  out  for  him  in 
his  freight  to  the  value  of  £7.  '^Ve  therefore  desire  that  he  should  be  paid 
£60. 

There  is  goods  also  to  the  value  of  £40,  as  we  are  informed,  that  Jlaster 
Dumnier  hath  taken  from  Bryan  l'.inckes  and  Peiter  Johnson.  There  is  also 
the  old  ship  and  divers  debts  owing  us  which  we  desire  you  to  call  John 
Smyth  to  account  for.  And  for  as  much  as  there  is  owing  £'2M  by  the 
Company  in  London  upon  bond  upon  our  security,  and  is  yearly  a  great 
burden  unto  us,  we  desire  you  therefore  that  our  goods  may  not  longer  be 
there  retained;  for  the  debts  due  upon  bond  the  Company's  goods  must  pay; 
although  we   lose   all,  lot  them  not   dishonour  God  and   disgrace  religion. 

There  hath  been'a  great  deal  of  ccmplainr  and  much  evil  surmizing  about 
the  dealing  of  our  bretGren  departed  to  Virginia;  but  we  wish  wc  maj'  have 
no  worse  from  thenc<;;  wc  have  fair  accourt  and  good  reason  for  what  they 
did;  and  for  profit  or  losr.  ("od's  will  be  do'ie.  'We  hope  that  that  fiart  of 
the    estate    carried    away   to    Virginia    will   bo    as    well    improved    for   all    the 
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'  poinpiiny,  accortlinfr  to    their  proportion  as    tlipy   will    iinprove   their    own  that 

I  do  8o  surmize   of  their  bri-rhren ;   time   will  try  all  thinps. 

Wo   (Icsin.-  you  further   to    take  notice  thnt   \v)["n    Master    liacliillcr  doubled 

*  his  advi-nturc  an<1    mndc    it   .fcMV)   it.  was   upo'i  condition   that  wo  and   Master 

I  IvummcT   shi/uld    do    likowisc ;   wc   did    double  our   adventure,   yet   after    some 

I  further  consideration,  Mr.  Dunuuer  sent   his  money  into  the  hands  of  a  friend 

that  would    not    deliver    it    to   us   without   bond  to   pay  it  acrain.      Jsow,   Mr. 

■  Duninier  juomisinfr  as  well  as  wo   to  double  his  adventure  and  to  have  a  part 

I  of   the  loss    (if    it    so    fall    out)    as   this    enclosed    letter   will  testify,  being  the 

letter  of  his  own  hand,  sent  with  tiie    money,  we    desire   to  refer   ourselves  to 

you  theio  to  judfre  what  is  fit  for  him  to  have.     If  to   venture  it  as  wo  are 

constrained  to  do,  then  at  the  end  of  the  term  of  years  we  shall  be  accountable  ; 

;  at   the   least  we  think  he   should   bear  a  part  of  the  loss  as  well  as  we.     Wo 

hope  you  will  be  pleased. to  tako   this   pains  for  u^  to  put  an  end  to  tliis  con- 

;  troversy    that   is   a   greater   ^ricf    unto    us    than    all    those   other   crosses   that 

',  have  befallen  us. 

i  There  was  in  all  .£1.4W  of  joint  stock;  of  this  but  the  value  of  ±'200  carried 

1  to  Virfrinia,  accoi'ding  to  your  prisinsr  when  you  paid  Carman.     We  leave  all 

I  to  your  Christian  wisdom  ;  the  Lord  direct  you.     And  so  we  rest : 

j  Your   Christian   friends,  for  ourselves  and  the  rest  of  the 

}  Company  of   HusbanJmeii, 

I  JOH  :    ROBIXSON  JOH  :    CkISI'E 

I  DaXL.  Binckes  Johx  Roa( t 

i  Roger  Bi.nckes  Grace  R.^ktjwi.v 

IN.ath'el  WnyTHAM  Tho:  JfPE 

HeNKY    I'FOtTKES  JOH  :    DlK 
Bryan  Kiplisg. 

i  The  "  Ilarah  dealing  of  Master  Dumraer  "  here  referred  to  probably 

!i  means  that  he  had,  to  secure  the  investment  of  himself  and  Bachiler, 

I  seized  on  tlie  patent  and  what  assets  the  Company  had.     No  Court 

I  proceeding  appears   to  have  followed   the  receipt  of    this    letter,  but 

\  probably    Winthrop's    justice    and    wisdom    arranged    an    equitable 

j  division   of    the    property. 

I  Bachiler   had,    in    the    fall    of    1G32,    come    under    the   displeasure 
of   the    Court    for   some    heresies    of    doctrine.     He   soon    found    the 

!  jSIassachuseits    Puritans    Mere    as    rigid    in    their    tenets  of    religion 

'•  as  the  English  Ciiurch,  and  they  ordered  that  he  "forbear  exercising 

j  his  gifts  as  a  pastor"   temporarily.     Early  in    1633   this  prohibition 

!  was  removed  and  on  June  -jrd  of  that  year  we  find  him  writing  to 

i  AVinthrop  as   follows    to    protest    against   an    unjust  seizure  of    part 

,  of    the  Company's  goods. 

'■  TO     THE     ItlGIlT    WORSHIPFUL,    MY    YERY    LOVING    FRIKN'D    AND 

OUR     GOVERNOR,     AT     HIS     HOUSE     IN     BOSTON,     THESE: 

The  Wisdom    of   God's   spirit  direct   and  guide  you    in   all  your  affairs,  now 
and   forever.     Amen. 

I  Right  Worsiiipfcl  and  my  Loving  Friend,   Mr.  Governor: 
'  I   have  sent  you  this  enclosed  letter   from  our  Company  at  London  to  that 

I  part  of   our  Company   which   was  then   supposed  to  be   here  the  last  year,  to 

j  certify    to    you    that   th^   four    ho'_'sheads    of    pease   (which  are  assigned  to  my 

1  brother  Wilson  in  tho  riglit  of  the  youth  that  is  with  him)  do  Jio  way  belong 

j  to   him,  but   to    me   and    the    rest  of   our  Company, — and,  to  speak  the  truth, 

.  to   rne   onh-    and    properly,   V>y   reason    of    the    Company's    debt    to    nie   which 

>  iill    that    1    have    (by   your   favour)    seized   on    will    not    conntervayle  my  debt 
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by  a  eroafc  deal,  in  ca«c  I  could  sell  the  goods  presently,  which  I  know  not 
Low  Ions;  they  will  lie  and  (be)  worse  and  worse  before  they  may  be  any 
satisfioiion  lo  me. 

The  goods  which  nre  look'd  affer  for  the  boy  came  not  in  the  ship  wherein 
thcbO  pease  came,  but,  as  I  lake  it,  in  the  IVhale,  if  any  were  sent.  Bosidi' 
these  pease,  comlnpr  with  my  gooils  in  the  M'illiam  and  Fraticix  (the  ship 
•wherein  I  came)  were  the  12  yards  of  cloih  mentioned  in  the  letter,  and 
200  yards  of  list,  etc.  I  paid  both  for  the  tonnag-e  of  them  to  the  shipmaster 
and  for  the  carryinjr  of  them  from  the  ship  to  New  Town ;  the  cloth  also 
and  the  list,  I  took  into  my  kocpinj,'  ard  w^ar  of  it.  And.  wrapjun!;  u]) 
the  letter  with  many  others,  forgot  to  seize  upon  the  pease  till  within  those 
8  or  {.I  days,  when,  readinf,'  over  the  letter  for  some  cause  or  other  occasion, 
I  lit  upon  that  passage  which  mentioneth  the  jiease  and  the  cloth  of  list, 
etc.,  whcreufion  1  demanded  of  my  wife,  '•  "iVhat  became  of  these  pease  men- 
cioned  ?  "  She  answered,— "  CertaiiJy  they  are  the  pease  which  lie  unowned 
at  Xew  Town,"  wheieupon  I  sent  to  compare  the  marks  of  the  letter  with 
the  marks  upon  the  pease  hogsheads,  and  found  them  perfectly  to  agree ; 
and  there  understood  that  the  pease,  for  want  of  an  owner,  were,  by  your 
authority,  committed  to  my  brother  to  be  disposed  of  in  right  of  his 
servant;  and  that  this  day,  being  the  tfaird  of  this  fourth  month,  my 
brother  sent  mc  this  mess:i,:,'c,  that,  forasmuch  as  these  pease  were  assigned 
to  him  by  the  authority  of  your  Worship  and  the  Court — though  he  saw  the 
contents  of  this  letter — he  v.'ould  sell  them  and  stand  answerable  for  the 
money    that    ihey    \'ield. 

My  request  is  therefore  unto  you  that,  forasmuch  as  the  pease  do  cl.-ariy 
appear  to  be  no  goods  of  tlio  bov's,  but  to  belong  to  our  Company  and  that 
I  lay  claim  to  them  as  to  the  rest,  not  in  respect  of  my  adventure,  but  for 
the  debt  of  near  an  hundred  pounds  which  I  lent  the  Company  in  as  good 
gold  as  can  be  weigherl  with  scales;  and  that  I  paid  both  for  llie  toniuige 
and  freightage  of  them;  and  only  through  forgetfuli\ess  left  them  thus  long; 
and  divers  other  considerations  of  reason  which  I  forbear  for  tediousness  ti> 
urge  ;  that  you  ■would  be  pleas'^d  to  prevent  the  withholding  of  them  from 
the  right  owners, — at  least  to  stay  the  sale  of  them,  forasmuch  as  I  have 
even  disposed  of  part  of  them  and  the  residue  are  exceedingly  wanting  in 
mine  own  congregation,  who,  upon  the  un<'erstandiug  of  the  business  thus 
coming  to  ligh.t,  have  been  earnest  with  me  for  them,  and  I  ha^  e  accordingly 
granted    th(ir   requests. 

There  being  equity  in  all  that  I  require,  as  1  trust  will  appear  upon  the 
sight  of  that  passage  in  the  letter,  I  trust  I  shall  not  doubt  of  your  uprightness 
toward  me,  aiid  between  my  brother  and  me,  whose  care  for  his  servant  I 
do  much  approve,  though  I  cannot  see  the  means  which  he  useth  to  recover 
his   servant's    doubtful    goods    to    be    so   right  as   1  could   wi=h.     For  my  part,  J 

were    ic    my    case,  as    it    is    his,    I    should   easily   yield   upon   the  sight  of  such  | 

evidence    as    I    conceive    doih    appear,    that    the    goods    can    no    way  bolor.g    to  -J 

him.  f 

One    thing    more ;    whereas  I   understand    that   you    put   apart    the    last    day  i 

of    this    week    for    inquiry  of    God    to  discover  a  groat  and   ditHculc  secret,  we  i« 

will,    by   Ciod's    grace,    a.ssist   you   upon   that  day   in  like    manner.     And   thus,  ? 

with    my    loving   service   and   Christian   respect   unto  you ;    with   mine  and  iny  1 

wife's  hearty  salutations  to  your  bles.'scd  and  beloved   yoke-fellow,  1  cease  any  | 

further  to  trouble  you,  and  rest  ac  your  service  and  commuadment   in  Christ,  , 

His  most  unworthy   servant,  : 

Stethe-v   B.%.cinLKi:.  . 

Sir,— I  understand  since   the  writing  of  my  letter  that  it   is  conceived   that  f. 

the    poods    of   the    boy   camo   wholly  or   in  part  to  me, — which  if  it.  may   but    .  4 
probably  appear,  I  will  make  7  fold  satisfaction;  verily  it  is  not  so.     Neither  did      .     J 

I   (but  my   wife)   meddle  with  mine  own  gowis  ;   and  my  wife  saith  from  Mrs.  j 
Smyth   of   Watertouni  that   the  boy's  father  and  an  undo  of  his  or  some  such-       •  | 

frien.l,    <lid   venture  £10  into   the   C(^mpany   with  the    boy.     So    that    I    cannot  | 

conceive  how  any  such  good.s  thould  be  c.v  .  .  .  .  d  ;    but  for  my  part,  I  claimc  jj 

them  and  these  goods  belonging  to  cur  Company.  i 
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) 

No    fiirthoi-    mention    of     tlic     PIoultIi     Company    appc.-ir-^    on    the  | 

Massachnsetis    Court     Krcords,     except     that     on    April    Ttli,    1G35,  : 

Captain     Traske    was     oidf^red     "  to    pav   to   John     Kerman    out    of  | 

the  estate  of  the  Company  of  liusbaudmen  the  sum  of  £24  lis.  od., 
heing  the  remainder  of  the  eis,'hth  part  given  by  the  Court  to 
Kerman,"   it    being    noted    tiiat    if    the    total  assets  of  the  Coni})any  i 

failed   to  eijual    i.'250,    Kerman    -svas    to   make    restitution.  i 

Dummer    took  an  active  part  in  the  afiairs  of  the    ^Massachusetts 
Colony.     >Ie    was    an    adherent;   of    Sir    ITcnry    Vane,   and    in    1636 
was  "disarmed"    for  his  espousal  of  the  Antinomian  ideas  of  Anne 
i  Hutchuison,     and     moved     to     Newbury.      All    this    time    Dummer  .j 

I  seems    to    have   held    the     Plough     Patent,    but    in    1638,    when    he  j 

j  returned  to  England  to  bring  to  America  his  brother,  nephew 
[         and    niece,     he     took    the     patent     with     him,    and,     we     presume, 

i         delivered    it    to   the    remaining    members    of   the    Company.       In    a  j 

petition    to     the     Massachusetts     General     Court    in     1C83,    Jeremy  | 

I  Dummer  stated  that  "  hi.s  father,  Richard  Dummer,  was  wholly 
j  •  intrusted  v.  ith  tlie  Plough  Patent  and  the  management  of  sundry 
■j  concerns  relating  to  the  same,  by  virtue  of  a  power  derived  from 
the  patentees;  and  thereafter  (in  163S)  the  said  Patent  being 
I  ■  ordered  iinme  for  England,  the  patentees  granted  him  t^OO  acres 
j         and    more,    laid    out   at    Casco  Bay.' 

I  ]>etweou    1632    and    163S   the    terms    of  the    Plough    Patent   were 

j  discovered  bv  George  Cleeve,  an  ambitious  man  who  early  .settled 
i  on  Casco  Day.  He  found  that  the  original  patentees  had  abandoned 
I  the  colony,  and  thereupon  induced  them  to  sell  their  grant.  The 
j  Commonwealth  party  was  then  dominant  in  England,  and  (iorges 
\  was  in  disfavor.  A  Puritan  Commander,  Alexander  Pigby,  •  pur- 
I  chased  the  Patent,  and  in  1643  appointed  Cleave  as  his  Deputy- 
1         Lieutenant    of    the    Province   of    Lygonia. 

t  This    trau.saction     is     thus     described     in     the     Abstract    of    Title 

'  above  referred  to  as  drawn  up  by  Turfrey  : — "Jolin  l)ye  and 
I  John  Smyth,  Thomas  Jupe  and  others,  survivors  of  Bryan  Binckes 
I  and  others  their  associates,  do  on  the  7  of  April,  1643,  grant 
1  unto  Alexander  Rigby  of  Pigby  in  Lancashire,  the  said  Province 
j  of  Ligonia,  etc.  Tlie  .said  Alexander  Iligby  makes  several  leases 
)  and  grants  of  several  parcels  of  land  within  the  said  Province 
j  of  Ligonia  ;  and  expends  valuable  sums  of  money  ;  and  draws  up 
1  constitutions  which  were  on  the  30  of  July,  1644,  confirmed  by 
j  the  Earl  of  Warwick  and  others,  by  which  Alexander  Rigby  and 
his  lieirs  and  assigns  are  appointed  Presidents  of  the  Piovince 
'         of  Ligonia."' 

Cleeve  attempted  to  enforce  these  claims  upon  the  Casco  settlers 
and  to  attach  Bachiler  and  Dummer  to  his  cause  by  asking  the 
former  to  become  pastor  of  the  settlement  on  Casco  Bay  ;  but  he 
met  with  determined  c>pposition  from  the  Massac-husetts  authorities, 
who  desired  control  of  the  whole  Province  of  Maine.  The  case  was 
appealed  to  England,  and  the  re.sult  appears  thus  in  Turfrey's 
Abstract : — '•  Tiiere  arising  scnno  diflerence  as  to  Vjounds  between 
Alexander  Rig'oy  and  John  Gori^:es,  son  :\ni\  lieir  of  Sir  Eerdiuanflo 
Gorges,    the  same   was  heard  by  tlie  Earl  of  Warwick  and  the  then 

I 
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Coin)jii.ssi.>iii;i    foi-   serriii::^   iiiiaits    or    foivigri    phintatioiii,    ami    they 

did,   by   doed    in    wnfii.-.'.    'L"i    >iaroh    IG-lG,    adjud<re    ti.al    tl:o    title 

of    the   ]'ro\'nve  of   LiLunirt  ^va«    id    tlie   s;ud    Kigby   and   his   hairs  J 

iiiul  all    ll:>'   ir.li'bitiiiu..   W":c'  comni.nidv'd  to  submit   to  tlie  govcru- 

nicnt   t\iKt    jurisdictiotj    of    tlie    said    Hi.u'ljy." 

Continued  o;'jjo.sition  w.i-;  made,  Jnid  residted  in  mucli  litipjation, 
liiilil  th<>  ^^■!!l'l'e  Provi:ici^  c.\  Maine  ^v;l.s  i;ranied  to  Massaclui.setts 
in  1GS().  This  finallv  -.viped  out  llu.-  Plooi,di  Patent,  which  dis- 
appears froiti  ^  iow.  JH  snccoss  seems  to  have  been  the  fate  of 
most  of  tin'  comjviuies  foinieil  for  colonizin-^  Xew  England.     Chalmers  I 

and  Egi.Tfiiri,  in  their  ili-iocies  of  Jiritisli  Colonies  dwell  at  some 
length  on  liiis  1  let.  G  'r:ros'  and  "3b:-«on's  colonies  likewise  failed, 
so  tliat  til.-  liic;:!css  Pi'i;-^h  Colony  liai.i  abundance  of  cum]>any  in 
its    misfoi  t  inir.-,.  ! 

Havirit,'  thus  recited  tlie  history  <>i  tiie  i'atent,  let  us  turn  to 
the  individual  members  and  colonists  of  the  Company  and  trace  what 
little  is  kjK)wn   of  them. 

We  lef'"  Buchiler  in  Ivr.-.i,  where  he  set  up  a  church  fur  himself 
and  the  f'rw  adiTerenLS  .vj,;..  had  folluwcd  biio  to  the  I\"<'\v  World. 
II<fre  lie  foiuid  his  d'-^.ughfer  lleof.iate  and  In  r  husband,  Christopher 
Hussey,    who  had   corac-   t^  .America  iu    IG^U.     After  four   _years   of  \ 

couflict    with    tlie    Bty    authorivie-s,   Baclulcr   moved   to  I>).?wioh   and  / 

then  to  NoNsbuiy,  havit.g  ••  laid  doAvu  tiie  ministry."     At   Newbury  j. 

■were  his   k;?:.=nieu  Duu.i.ic-r   and  IIus.sey,  and  others  from  F.achiler's  I 

part  of  Englatid  ;  and  nuer  two  years  this  stoiit  old  Dissenter,  at 
the    age    uf   .SO  conceived    the   idea   of   starling   a  plantation   of    his  (, 

o«n  a  {\p\-'a  march  fui-rher  north.  Accordingly,  in  1G38-'J,  the 
plantation  was  begun,  and  iu  1G.''>9,  at.  Dachiler's  reijucst  and  in 
honour  of  the  English  city  of  Southampton,  it  wa^s  called  Hampton. 
Among  the  new  settlers  were  many  S'.i'.l'olk  men,  and  on..'  of  tliese, 
Timotiiy  Dalton,  A..M.  of  St.  -lohu's  CV)llege,  Cambiidge,  Mas 
hosen  as  Pja(  idler's  assist.int.  Oj^en  conflict  resulted  between  these 
two  men,  both  able  and  ob>:tinatc.  The  culmination  of  the  whole 
matter  w.-'.s  a  cliarge  of  immorality  Ii!a(i'^  in  1041,  against  l!acliiler. 
This  charge — so  ditiicuU-  to  disprove,  so  easily  made  — was  probably 
without  real  f.Mindation.  but  it  resulted  in  Bacluler's  excomiuniucation. 
He  was  oupitsed  to  the  exi.sting  authorities,  was  a  ni.iii  of  great 
al)ility  aiaj  iron  will,  oulspoken  and  passionate;  they  feared  him, 
and  wreaked  their  vengeance  on  him.  Innneiliatcly  he  was  urged 
by  two  ofi>er  parishes  lO  become  tiieir  jxistor,  but  he  refused  to 
go  until,  by  public  tri;;!.  lie  was  vindicated.  Writing  to  Governor 
W'inth.iop  late   in    16b'>,   he  ^aid  : 

"I  see  not  innv  I  caa  dpp.-trt  liencf "  (that  i?  from  lT.-\ii!!)ton,  to  accept 
one  of  tlif!  cnl!?  he  liad  rocciv.'il.  to  CasfO  iiitfl  to  K.Nctor),  "till  I  liave, 
or  God  for  ti:c.  cicarcd  and  viiiOicated  tin;  caiiso  and  v.roiifr.-i  I  Irivp  suffered 
of  the  cliurcii  1  yet  live  in;  tiiat  is.  from  tlio  T.  n'liov,  who  haih  done  all 
and  brill  th.'  (Miisc  of.  all  rliP  di.shotior  that.  liatU  accrued  to  (!od,  plmisc 
to  myself,  ami  prief  to  a'l  Ciod's  people,  liy  l-.i-  irre>.'idar  prociediiit:s  and 
abuse'  of  the  j.owcr  of  I  lie  church  in  his  haad.-by  the  imijor  p»it  cleaving 
to  him.  heiiiir  hi-s  couiitrviiion  and  ae((Uaiiilaii(e  in  "111  KnKland.  .\ly  cause, 
thoush  iook-d  ...liL'hily  ii>o  by  ihver.^;'-  Kl.!e;s  i.nd  l.ietluvri,  c...iikl  never 
come    to   a    judicial    searohinfr   forth    of   thin-r-s  ami    nn    imi  arlial    trial    of   his 
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allocrationa  and  my  defence ;  wUioh,  if  yet  thoy  mifrht,  I  am  confident 
before  God,  upon  certain  knoukdjro  and  duo  proof  before  yourselves  the 
Teacber's  act  of  bis  excommunioatiiiqf  me  (such  a.s  I  am,  to  say  no  more 
of  myself),  would  prove  the  f(«il>.'si  mutter, — both  for  the  cause  alleged  of 
that  exconimiin'.-atioii,  and  tli''  inijmlsi\e  cauF^n,— even  wrath  and  revt-n^ce. 
-Also,  the  numiiei  of  all  his  juocoeding  throu;,dio'jt,  to  the  very  end,  and 
lastly  hia  kecpintc  me  still  under  bonds, — and  nui'.ii  worse  than  here  I  may 
mention  for  divers  causes, — than  ever  was  committed  a;jainst  any  ii;ember 
of  a  chnrch.  Xecrl*L:tincr  of  the  complaints  of  the  adiicted  in  such  a  State, — 
wherein  Mag-istnites,  Elders,  and  brethren  all  arc  in  the  sincerest  manner 
f?t  to  find  out  sin,  and  search  iiro  the  complaints  of  the  poor, — not  knowing 
father,  nor  mother,  churcli  nor  Kldcr, — in  such  a  Stare,  I  say, — in  such  a 
wiite-cellar  ro  find  such  a  cockatrice,  and  not  to  kill  him, — to  have  such 
monstrous  proceedinjrs  passed  over,  without  due  justice, — this  ao-ain  srirs 
up  my  spirit  to  seek  for  a  writ  ad  -melius  itiquiirndum.  Towards  which 
the  enclosed  leirer  tendeth,  as  you  may  perceive.  Yet  if  your  wisdoms 
shall  judge  it  more  s.T.fe  and  reasonable  to  refer  all  my  wronjrs  (conceived) 
to  Uod's  own  judgment,  I  can  submit  myself  to  be  overruled  by  you.  To 
conclude, — if  the  Apostle's  words  be  objtcted.  that  this  is  thankswortliy  if 
a  man  for  conscience'  sake  shall  endure  trrief,  sutTerinEr  wronirially,—  and 
therefore  I  ous-hi  to  eiidure,  v.-ithouc  soekini;  any  redress  or  justice  against 
the  offender, — I  profess  it  was  more  absolutely  necessary  so  to  suffer,  when 
the  Church  h:id  no  civil  power  to  sedk  iinto,  than  in  such  a  land  of 
riirhteousness   as   otu'    New    England   is." 

This  public  hearing  was  denied  him,  and  though  his  exconm^.uni- 
cation  was  soon  withdrawn,  he  left  Hampton,  broken  down  with 
the  weight  of  his  persecutions.  As  an  evidence  of  the  respect  in 
which  he  was  held,  he  was  just  before  this  chosen  referee  in  a 
(.lisjjute  between  Trelawney  and  Cleeve  as  to  boundaries  in  Maine. 
The  Rev.  Piobert  Jordan,  writing  to  an  English  friend  about  the 
trial,  .says  : — ''  jMr.  Stephen  Bachiler  was,  I  must  say,  a  grave, 
reverend  and  a  good  man  ;  but  whether  more  inclined  to  justice  or 
mercy,  or  whether  carried  aside  by  secret  insinuations,  I  must 
refer  to  your  own  judgment.  Sure  I  am  that  Cleeve  is  well  nigh 
able  to  disable  tlio  wisest  brain."'  Considering  that  this  letter, 
written  July  31st,  16-1  "2,  is  that  ot  the  defeated  party,  and  that 
Jordan  was  well  placed  to  know  what  his  real  character  was,  a 
year  after  the  slanders  against  him,  tliere  could  be  few  testimonials 
more   convincing. 

Eachiler  settled  in  Portsmouth  and  contracted  an  unfortunate  tliird 
marriage,  at  the  age  of  50,  wirli  a  woman  of  40.  He  .soon  discovered 
thf"  character  of  tiiis  adventuress.  ar,d  prayed  for  a  divorce,  which 
the   Massachusetts  authorities   with    great  injustice  denied. 

After  twenty  years  of  life  in  Xew  England,  Bachiler  founti 
himself,  at  the  age  of  UO,  poor  and  dishonored.  His  elYort  to 
seek  peace  in  America  from  tlie  persecutions  of  tlie  IJisiiops  iuid 
brought  him  renewed  conflict  with  a  bitter  and  bigoteil  sect. 
His  house,  library  and  goods,  had  been  destroyed  by  lire.  Tlie 
Plough  Company,  from  which  he  had  hoped  so  much,  failed  and 
cost  him  a  large  sum  of  money.  He  was  linked  to  a  woman 
whose  immorality  had  been  proved  in  Court,  but  from  wh<im  he 
could  not  obtain  a  dix'orce.  He  determined  to  return  to  England 
and  end  his  days  there,  and  left  America  in  1(J54  with  iiis 
grandson  Steplien  Samljorne.  'J"i;'.dition  sa\s  he  diod  at  IlaclriK^s' 
in    1060. 
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I'rtiM-niiig  to  rho  ollior  meinbers  of  the  Plough  Company,  tlio 
following  roc'Oi'fl  <,'ives  in  alphabetical  order  the  names  of  all  whom 
wi'.  know  to  hftve  Ireen  of  that  connootion,  an'l  recites  all  that 
is    foin;;.!    eonw.vnin_ij   thoni. 

A.usTKN',  JoHX.  An  English  "  niilhnan."  Apparently  a  member 
of  th'j  Company.     Sent  over  Jdl.ii    Smjth  the   younger   in    1632. 

J^AM.STKR,  .Tonv.  "  A  poor  Yorh-shire  man " ;  .sejit  in  William 
mid  Fraiwit-,    l-Jo'l,   by    llichiler   ami    Duraraer. 

l'.!KrKV..s,  Ervan.  Perhaps  an  original  pateiitee ;  certainly  a 
eo^loniit  in  The  l^louiili.  in  IG^^O.  Went  to  Virginia  in  1G32. 
I'robably  a  brother  oi'  the  two  next  mentioned,  perhajjs  a  Jjondon 
mars    (the    name    is;    found    in    London    Pufgisters). 

PixoKKS,  Daniel.  ^Signed  th.e  second  Company  letter  printed 
above. 

BixcKER,  IlocKK.  Signed  tiie  .second  Company  letter  printed 
above.  (Quv^rij.  Is  he  the  Rogo>-  Pinckes  who  was  a  Paymaster  in 
Cromwcirs  army  1} 

Cat;>[ax,  or  Kkkma\,  John.  An  original  colonist  on  The  Plouyh, 
1G30.  Settled  in  J^iOxbury,  nnd  was  deputy  to  lilassachusetts 
Court,  1635  jiui]  IG3G.  'Jloved  lo  Heinp>stead,  L.  ].  Obtained 
from    tlie    jNIassichu.^eit.s   Court  one-eighth  of  the  Company's  goods. 

Ckisik,  John.  An  oiiginal  niemlier  and  patentee.  Came  over 
in  The  Plough  1G30,  and  retuincd  in  1G32  to  ICngland.  Signed 
the  .second  Compau}'  letter  printed  abu^e.  [Query.  Was  he  the  John 
Crispo,  a  relati'.o.  oi'  Sir  Nicholai  Cri.spe,  who  was  afterwards  a 
merchant   adventiacr   to   Africa ') 

Dye.  John'.  An  original  meniber  ;ind  patentee;  but  never  came 
to  Aujcrica.  A  Lo.';;ion  ?aercliaiit,  livijig  in  Philj)ot  Lane  near  the 
ho;aK]uarters  of  the  Yirgini.i  Coinpa'ty.  Signed  b^th  the  Comjjany's 
leltuta  pointed  hcein.  Probabh  tl»e  John  Dye,  whose  name  appears 
in  the  Kegistor.s  of  St.  Thomas  thn  Apostle.  jNIentioued  in  will 
of  Nicholas  Jupe,  10-53. 

Lfowkf-s,  IIkni'.y.  Signed  the  second  Company  letter  printed 
above. 

LI  vi^DWiN',  GiiAfK.  An  origiii.il  ir.Ciiibcr.  Signed  Ixith  Company 
Ifiicrs  printed  above.  A  wax-cliandirr,  living  in  Crooked  Lane. 
He   and    his    wife   ;ire    mentioned    in   ^\l]l    of    Mildred    Hitch. 

Ha);ris,  Natiianif.l.  Sent  lo  New  England  in  the  Whale,  1632, 
])V  his  father,  "'a  Sei'geant  of  the  PoUe  and  a  member  of  the 
Comiiany."     No    further    record. 

.J<'.nN.soN%  Petii;.  An  original  colonist  on  llm  Floiujh,  1G30. 
W('!it    to    Virginia    in    1G32. 

Jci'K,  Anthosv.  Son  of  Thomas  Jupe.  Came  over  in  the  Whalr, 
IG'.'I.  ]>ived  in  I]o->ton  with  his  uncle,  Captain  Robert  Keayne, 
founiler  of  Lh'  -\ncii'iit  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  of 
Poslon.  ^lentioned  in  will  of  his  I'.ncle,  Nicholas  Jupe  of  London, 
IGi'.'),    and    in    the    N^ill    of    Capt.    ivcnyne. 


TIIK    PLOUCH    COMPANY    OF    1C30.  15 

JlTPK,  Thomas.  A  Loiidua  moichant,  liviiifc  in  CrookeH  Lane  ; 
perhaps  of  the  Ciu-nsvall  family  of  Jopo.  Sif^nod  Iji^th  the  Cumjiany 
letters  printed  herein.  ^Tarried  Grace,  sister  of  Captain  l^obeit 
Keayne  of    Hoston.      Sent    his  son    Anthony    to    New    l^nglaiid    in 

!  1C32.      At    their    father's    de;itii    all    three   children   of  Thomas   Jiipe 

CHDie    to    live    wiih    their    uncle,    Capt.    Keayne. 

;  Kii'Li.VG,     Biiv.v.v.      Signed     the    .second    Company    letter    printed 

j  abo\e. 

<  Mr.r-.ui.MAX,     N.^th.vnikl.       Son    of    George    ^Morrirnan,    of    London, 

j  cooper.       Came     to     New      England     on     the      Wlude.       Moved     to 

"Waljingford,    Ccjun.,    and    became   a  prominent    settler  there. 

I  Payne,    Tiioiias.     Of  Sandwich,    Kent,      A  sail   maker.     Came   in 

I  William   and  Francis,    1632      Settled    in    Lynn,    Mass. 

EoAcn  or  Kocii,  John.     Signerl  both  the  Company  letters  priated 
I  herein.     Livetl   in   Crooked   Lane. 

RoBixsox,  Joii.v.     Signed  both  the  Company  letters  printed  above, 
j  Smith,  Johx  tlie  elder.     An  original  colonist  on  7'lie  Plough,   1C30. 

Wife    Ann    and    daughter    came    on    the     Whale,     1632.     Vanishes 
among   the    ip.any    other    Smiths. 

Smith,  .Tuiix  the  younger.  Son  of  Francis  Smith,  miller.  Came 
on    the    Whale,    1G32.     Servant    to    Rev.    J.    "\\'ilson    in    Waterlown. 

I  TvLMAGE,    WiLi.iA?!.     An    Original    colonLst  on    J^te    Phnujh,    1630. 

'  Son   of   Thom.ts    Tahnage,   of  Hants,   and  nephew  of  John   Taltnage, 

i  of  Newton  Stacy,  Hants,  probablv  a  parishioner  of  Stephen  Eachiler. 

I  Settled  in  Roxbury  ajul  I>ynn,   ^lass. 

I  Whetiiam,  Natiia-- iel.     Signed  the  second  Company  letter  printed 

I  abo\e. 

jj  V>  oo-stku,  Petkr.     a    member   of    the    Company  ;    sent    Natlianic! 
jNlcrriman   to   New    Kngland   in    1G32. 

V.    C.    Saxbokn 
(of  Kenilworth,  Illinois,  U.S.A.). 
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